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Prayer

O Thou eternal, omnipotent and Holy God, who art our Father ;
whose

thoughts are not our thoughts, yet who art manifest in all our thinking;

whose ways are not our ways, yet dost mark our every coming and

going; who Greatest the unbounded heavens by which the imagination of

man is prostrated, yet who art not so readily spanned as they; who art

the author of the deeps of the sea, yet art not so readily sounded; who

numberest the hairs of our head and the beatings of our heart—which

no man can number, yet art not so readily grasped by us as these; who

never wearieth of seeking us, even though we never tire of fleeing thee;

whose power hast established the foundations of the earth and the world,

so that apart from thee they vanish into the abyss, yet whose love enables

every creature, so disposed, to call thee Father; who are nearer to us

than we are to ourselves, even when we are far from thee; enable us

to pray.

Receive us again into thy fellowship: wound us at the broken places

in our self-esteem and heal our broken and fragmented lives.

Manifest thyself to us by thine absence; appear to us in the bank-

ruptcy of all our partial confidences; make our captivity unto ourselves

captive unto thee, that the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice.

Forgive us for the arrogance and pride that turn us from thee and

against our neighbor; for the self-absorption that makes us to rejoice

in evil and apathetic in the presence of suffering ; for the subtle but vicious

and now forgotten unkindness to those whom we love ; for the imconcealed

contempt for those who have no claim upon us except that they are thy

sons.

For we recognize that as creatures we must adore thee, as debtors

we must render thee thanks, being culpable we must make amends and

being needy we must implore thee.

O God, our Father; uproot from our hearts those things that we

would perversely plant there for ourselves, in order that thou mayest

plant therein, with thine own hand, the tree of life, loaded with fruit—

for we offer our prayers through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

—William H. Poteat
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Four Decades of the Divinity

School

Kenneth Willis Clark

I. Beginnings

At Sinai Moses gave to the Hebrews the admonition (Dt 8:2)

:

"You must remember all the experiences through which the Lord

your God has led you for the past forty years ... to test you." Today

we of the Divinity School of Duke University may well take such

an admonition to ourselves, since it was forty years ago that this

school began its sojourn and its initial period of testing. To review

the way by which we have come is to perceive how well we have

tested.^

In 1926, only one out of twenty ministers in the United States

attended theological seminary to acquire the distinctive professional

training. Almost all ministers found their preparation in college,

or in many cases gained it quite informally. In that year the first

catalogue of the Duke school explained that "Christian work has

now expanded to the extent that it covers far more than the work

of a preacher or minister." It announced a post-B.A. course of three

years "on a strictly graduate basis."

In 1926 there was as yet no West Campus but only unbroken

forest. The entire operation of a two-year-old university was con-

fined to the limited area of the original Durham campus, and the

earliest plan contemplated expansion in the neighborhood of our

East Campus. There the construction of a new oval of colonial

buildings took place in 1925-1927 even while the new university car-

ried on its growing activities. There it was, in the midst of razing

and erecting, that the theological school began its work in 1926.

The school was first named "School of Religion," a broad ap-

1. This account is neither a history nor an autobiography, though it con-

tains something of both. It is rather an informal recollection of the more
significant experiences in our history, selected and set forth from my personal

vantage point. Such personal accounts by my colleagues would remind us

instead of many other strategic moments and circumstances. As for history,

a more systematic and comprehensive account of our school would become
appropriate in 1976.
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pellation reflecting the contemporary fashion of thinking about re-

ligion in relation to our society.^ From the beginning a basic con-

flict of judgment existed between the dean and the president. Presi-

dent Few believed that every teacher in the professional school should

teach a course also in the college, whereas Dean Soper contended for

a separate faculty. Although the Dean resigned after two years to

accept the presidency of Ohio Wesleyan University, it was his theory

that determined the course of the school. Some compromise appeared

when all the teachers in the Trinity Religion department were in

time attached also to the school ; but to this day the basic educational

principle followed is for separate organization of the college depart-

ment of religion and the professional graduate school.

The first faculty meeting convened on September 18, 1926, on a

Saturday afternoon at three (mirabile dictu), meeting in the Dean's

office in East Duke Building. The Minute Book reveals the pressure

of business especially during the first year, for before Christmas there

were twelve meetings and during the year twenty-two sessions were

held. Seven members composed the faculty that first year; two of

them later resigned, and the other five in turn became dean over a

period extending to 1958 (a date which history may well mark as

the end of Chapter I). This original faculty formulated a traditional

curriculum of forty courses. They set the requirement at ninety

hours plus a thesis (eighteen hours in Bible), and forty-two hours

were prescribed for all. Actually, there was no catalogue when the

school opened, for the first one issued was for 1927-28. The founding

dean was Edwin D. Soper, Professor of the History of Religions

and University Vice-president of Student Affairs, who within the

first two years gave the school its basic form.

A period of settling ensued during the long deanship of Elbert

Russell (Biblical Interpretation), 1928-1941, who served under

President Few (d. 1940). Paul Garber who had been recruited from

the Duke history department served under Russell as Registrar and

Secretary of the Faculty. He succeeded as dean (1941-44) and as

a church historian emphasized the school's relationstip to the Meth-

odist Church. The next dean, Harvie Branscomb (1944-46), ex-

panded the relationship to interdenominational seminaries as well.

James Cannon (1950-58) followed newcomer Harold Bosley (1947-

50) and concentrated upon curricular and internal organization; he

2. Other institutions of comparable date also adopted this style, such as the

Vanderbilt School of Religion and Pacific School of Religion. In later years

a different trend caused Duke and others to change to "Divinity School."
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resigned because of poor health and his death occurred two years

later (1960).s

In the fall of 1926, there were twenty-three students enrolled;

five years later when Professor Shelton Smith and I joined the staff,

the student body had grown to about 150 and the faculty numbered

twelve including three who taught also in the college religion de-

partment. The university was called non-denominational. Following

the long period in which Trinity College had been sponsored and

supported by the North Carolina Methodist Conference, the inde-

pendently endowed university has continued to be reported as one

of the Methodist institutions. The School of Religion was recog-

nized as one of the official Methodist theological seminaries. From

the beginning both the faculty and the student body have been pre-

dominantly Methodist, and yet have been interdenominational.

In the catalogue issued for 1931-32 the curricular offerings were

restricted to Biblical and historical studies (five men) ; religious

education and psychology (three men) ; the rural church, missions,

and Christian doctrine (one man each). Probably fifty percent of

that staff would be classified as liberal. In those early years the

student body was more provincial, coming mainly from a few neigh-

boring states, and also more conservative theologically. Few stu-

dents in pre-World War II days were married, and they lived

scattered about the university dormitories. As yet, not many served

as pastors in the area, and the Duke Endowment program of financial

aid was restricted to single men.

The West Campus was first occupied in 1930, a year before my

own arrival. In contrast to the simple crowded quarters abandoned

in West Duke, our new Gothic building adjoining the main library

was palatial, especially for the small school. In the original plans the

entire structure between the library and the chapel was intended for

the School of Religion, but the depression of 1929-33 curtailed the

immediate execution of the plans. The one building under the same

roof became two—Religion and Gray, the latter to serve the university

as a general classroom and office building. The college faculty was

crowded in the small offices and had cause to feel envious of the

School of Religion faculty many of whom had an office alone. In

turn, the School of Religion felt invaded by the noisy flow of college

3. After serving at Duke, Soper assumed the presidency of Ohio Wesleyan

University, Garber was elected a bishop, Branscomb became Chancellor of

Vanderbilt University, and Bosley succeeded Ernest Fremont Tittle as min-

ister or the First Methodist Church in Evanston, Illinois.
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population through its corridors (no dividing doors then existed).

The theological library as a separate collection first consisted chiefly

of the "200" books already found in the general library. The task

of building up a first-class theological and research library was just

beginning.

Our theological library during the first twenty years, incredible

as it now seems, operated where now are the circulation desk and

card catalogue and the librarian's office with only those stacks lying

beneath. The present large reading room and the stacks under it

then consisted of six classrooms—one of which was converted into

the Duke Endowment office for Professor Ormond. York Qiapel

was used for the university Vesper Service on Sunday afternoon,

for a small congregation that always included President Few. The

beautiful cathedral in the middle of the new campus was opened for

worship only in 1932, and the carillon of fifty bells was installed

during the Christmas vacation of 1931, yielding its first concert at the

1932 Commencement. The first M.D. degrees were awarded in 1932,

and the first Ph.D. degree was granted in 1928. The first doctorate in

religion was earned in 1939. Those were years of beginnings and

the entire parade of events has been viewed by many an observer

still among us.

The original West Campus was a small and neatly compact

compound in 1931. To visualize that campus, shining with promise

and excited with plans though it was, you must omit Allen Building

and Few Quadrangle opposite, and the first library addition with

tower and Rare Book Room, the present Oak Room and Old Trinity

dining room, Wannamaker Quad and the Indoor Stadium at the

south end, and at the north all of the rapidly growing Medical Center

beyond the original school and hospital of 400 beds. The Men's

Graduate Center and the nurses dormitories did not then exist.

There was as yet no construction outside the encircling drive. The

whole of the original West Campus was erected at a cost of about

$20,000,000 in 1928-1930, and completed after the 1929 financial

"crash." Flowers Building then housed Administration, Gray was

thronged with the college classes, the Language Building was the

original Law School and opposite were botany and biology. Such

was the simple compact house in which lived and worked 5,000

students and 200 faculty members. The university administration in

those early years might have been described as a "troika," consisting

of President Few and two Vice-presidents (Treasurer Flowers and

Dean Wannamaker). The President held a strong interest in the
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School of Religion, frequently attending to "chair" its regular faculty

meetings.

The School of Religion from the beginning was a graduate school

and required a prior B.A. with the minimum average of a B grade.

The school originally granted two degrees: the basic Bachelor of

Divinity, and the Master of Arts in collaboration with the Graduate

School. It was then possible to secure the M.A. after two years of

the B.D. curriculum by receiving double credit for basic courses

and submitting a Master's thesis prior to the required B.D. thesis.

It was then permissible also, at Duke as at other typical universities,

for the college senior to take a semester of theological studies for

double credit and so anticipate a portion of his B.D. program, thus

telescoping the B.A. and B.D. in six years. The principle of double

credit was discontinued in 1932.

The first B.D. graduates had presented credits from Duke and

Chicago to gain advanced standing in 1926, and the graduating class

in 1927 numbered two : Walter Ball and Hersey Spence. The last

had been teaching courses in religion at Trinity since 1912. Walter

Kelly was awarded the only B.D. in 1928, but in 1929 there were

ten and the numbers grew steadily thereafter. The great majority of

our B.D. graduates have served in the pastorate, and especially in

the Methodist Church.

XL Innovations: 1926-1940

In this review of the course our school has followed, perhaps the

best procedure is to select the more significant matters as we have

passed down the years. The unusual character of such a review lies

in the fact that this was a university in the making. From the very

beginning the School of Religion possessed a highly effective instru-

ment in the Rural Church Duke Endowment program, provided in

Mr. Duke's indenture. By it a large portion of the student body is

thus enlisted during the summer (later, the winter too) in pastoral

duties in churches throughout North Carolina, as assistant to the

pastor and under supervision from the school. The values of this

program are several: the church receives the services of the student,

the student gains from the counsel of the pastor and secures experi-

ence in successive seasons, the program is integrated in the school's

curriculum as clinical training, and the remuneration helps to finance

his studies. At first only single men were eligible and they received

a $400 stipend. Later, married students too were approved, with a

stipend of $600. Today the stipend has been doubled to $1,000, for
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all. This program over the years has increased to about 120 men and

has been strengthened in execution, engaging the supervisory as-

sistance of many members of the faculty.

When the Clarks arrived in 1931, Mrs. Clark came with fresh

experience as a member of the "Dames" at the University of Chicago,

a strong organization of graduate wives. Mrs. Few and Mrs. Russell

requested her to organize the "Duke University Dames." There were

not then many married students at Duke, for in those days few stu-

dents married while yet in school even for advanced degrees. There

had earlier been a small group of wives in the School of Religion,

known as the Duke Divinity Dames ("the three D's"). It was fifteen

years later, however, that wartime conditions brought hundreds of

marriages among Duke students, and the original Duke University

Dames was gradually replaced by a half-dozen organizations corre-

sponding to the professional units. Mrs. Clark served as sponsor of

the central organization until this transition was completed, although

during the War years she was the Executive Secretary of Civilian

Defense in Durham. Her "Dames" sponsorship ended when she left

for the Near East in 1949, accompanying her husband on a sab-

batical.

In 1932, two ceremonial occasions marked the progress of the

university and its religious program. The beautiful central cathedral

was first opened for service, and the fifty-bell carillon gave forth its

first concert performed by Anton Brees who would thereafter re-

turn from the Bok Tower every year for a quarter-century as official

carilloneur. The transfer in 1932 of the Sunday Vesper service of

the campus, from York to the new Chapel on a Sunday morning,

was a liturgical jolt. York Chapel then as originally furnished was

a simple Methodist meeting-house, pulpit-centered, plain and bare;

its services were as simple as the American frontier. The first services

in the formal cathedral retained the same form—which was shockingly

incongruous ! The liturgical "order of worship" for the University

Chapel has evolved gradually, and has gone through a long period

of revisions to arrive at the present form—which surely will not be

the last. The formal Service of Dedication of the Chapel was held on

June 2, 1935. Professor Frank S. Hickman was the first Dean of

the Chapel. The cross and candles on the altar came at a later time,

not without some grumbling about "popery."

I watched the hanging of the bells in the chapel tower at Christ-

mas in 1931. It was necessary to remove the wall dividing two

windows in order to move in the great bell. The steel frame on



166

which the bells hang had then to be constructed because the idea

of a carillon was a later conception when Trustees Allen and Perkins

made the gift. The bells first were played only on special occasions,

but in later years Anton Brees spent the summer here and played

daily for the summer students in the cool of the evening hour. For

some years now, student carilloneurs have been appointed and one

may now respond to the melody of the bells daily at five as workers

depart for home.

It was in 1932 also that Professor Frank Hickman inaugurated

a non-credit course for ministers of the area, meeting at the School

of Religion. As founder and sponsor he gave regular weekly lectures

or arranged for visiting lecturers. This was an early project of

"continuing education." It was also ecumenical including ministers

from all denominations. In turn, this movement gave rise to the

formal Phillips Brooks Club under Dr. Hickman's direction, which

continued until his retirement in 1953.

The year 1932 brought also important beginnings that involved

the writer. In that fall, Branscomb and Clark constituted the first

"department" to have two men, in New Testament studies. With

the increase of personnel it was possible to have an increase of offer-

ings. The new courses included New Testament Greek and the

Textual Criticism of the Greek New Testament. Greek had earlier

nearly disappeared from the colleges, and it became necessary for

the graduate theological school to assume responsibility for it,

especially the Hellenistic stage of the language in which the New
Testament documents were composed. Our first class consisted of

two pioneers,^ and voluntary election of the course in time grew to

about seventy. Happily, the study of Greek has again recovered

strongly among college pre-theologs, many of whom continue the

Greek in advanced courses in the Divinity School. A course in

Textual Criticism first offered here in 1932, was to be found then

in very few of our seminaries and graduate schools. The chief center

for this special discipline was then at the University of Chicago

where I received the training that made possible such a course at

Duke. Furthermore, a beginning was then made in building a collec-

tion of Byzantine manuscript copies of the Greek New Testament,

when we acquired a thirteenth-century text which had been released

from a monastery in Northern Greece. Several students in the

4. W. McFerrin Stowe (B.D. '35) recently elected a bishop of the Methodist

Church, and Daniel Montgomery now pastor of St. James in Spartanburg,

S. C.
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School of Religion wrote theses based on their studies in this manu-

script. Through the years our Greek manuscript collection has

grown to about forty items, both codex and roll, canonical and lit-

urgical, dating between A.D. 1000 and 1700. Our Greek manuscript

collection is of special note and value, among the largest and best

in American libraries. At Duke it has served as research materials

for numerous students in their textual training.

In 1933, opportunity came for me to offer another new course,

in Hellenistic Religions. This study too was rarely offered in Amer-
ican seminaries, but I had had the opportunity at Chicago to pursue

it under specialists Shirley Jackson Case and Harold R. Willoughby.

Its primary purpose was to fill in the strong and popular religion

that formed much of the environment of Christian beginnings, other

than Jewish and Christian. The course continued to be offered for

three decades in alternate years. Of less importance was my appoint-

ment even in 1931 as a member of the faculty's social committee, but

I record it here with some amusement because it was the one com-

mittee on which I served almost continuously, for a period as chair-

man, from beginning to end.

The year 1933-34 brought unusual circumstances for the School

of Religion. Dean and Mrs. Russell left on a sabbatical world tour,

and Professor Gilbert Rowe served as Acting Dean. At the time

Russell was the only man teaching Old Testament, because an un-

fortunate conflict had earlier resulted in the departure of Allen H.

Godbey. Godbey had come in 1926 from the University of Chicago,

and he maintained that Duke had called him to develop here an

"independent department of Old Testament Languages and Litera-

ture," such as the Oriental Institute with its farflung program of

excavations. After a period of debate and "Open Letters" by Godbey,

he was separated from the faculty in 1932. It was thus that it

happened that I was recruited for 1933-34 to teach the basic course

in Old Testament, which I found to be exciting and valuable ex-

perience. Another of the extraordinary events of that year was the

decision in a conference of the Christian-Congregational Church to

"adopt" our school for the training of its ministerial candidates. It

was a time of beginnings and of growing pains for the young school.

The late 'thirties were filled with notable developments. The
faculty felt the need for a school publication, especially to maintain

contact with graduates. At first only a grudging approval was gained,

to utilize space in the Alumni Register (April, 1935). In February

of 1936 The Duke School of Religion Bulletin was launched, under
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the editorship of Hersey Spence. This quarterly still continues

although the name was changed in 1941 to The Duke Divinity School

Bulletin and in 1964 to The Duke Divinity School Review.

The faculty has repeatedly dealt with the question of how best to

grade the work of students. Reflecting a stubborn dissatisfaction,

recurrent proposals or changes have occurred, spanning the extremes

of a simple "Pass or Fail" and at the other end fifteen levels from

A plus to F minus. In 1935-36 the school adopted the Graduate

School system (E G S F) but soon returned to the Trinity College

form, except that at present a plus or minus is not recorded on the

transcript. Minutes show that few problems have demanded faculty

attention as much as the grading problem. The frequent revision,

however, seems never to solve either the teacher's dilemma or the

student's frustration.

Once again I would insert a personal notation. It was in the late

thirties that Dean Russell asked if I would be willing to teach a

group of Negro ministers. The State of North Carolina assumed

initiative in dealing with inter-racial relations, and Dr. N. C. Newbold

of the State Department of Education directed a fine program. He
was highly respected by both white and colored people, and developed

an effective program in inter-racial concerns. Many were the inter-

racial conferences periodically held at Duke in which a number of

our faculty participated. Elbert Russell was among the Duke teachers

who volunteered to meet the group of Negro ministers including

ten college graduates, and I agreed to succeed him. We met weekly

at Shaw University and North Carolina College for two years, and

I affirm that that experience was one of the most satisfying that I

recall. The ministers appeared to approve it, for they presented a

desk lamp in appreciation—a happy memento even now on my desk.

I lectured and preached at several Negro institutions: Livingston

College in Salisbury and St. Augustine in Raleigh, as well as North

Carolina College in Durham. There were two years (1940-42) as a

Visiting Lecturer at Shaw University, offering a course in the

regular curriculum which met for a double period every Friday. It

was therefore a return to a familiar setting in 1966 when representing

the Society of Biblical Literature at the installation of President

Cheek. Such activities on the part of many, decades ago, have been

too little remembered today,

A development of high importance matured in the mid-'thirties

when the first doctoral program in religion began. Trinity College

had begun Master's studies in 1918, and the university included a
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Graduate School of Arts and Sciences for doctoral studies in certain

fields. Under the leadership of Professor Shelton Smith a limited

program was formulated in 1931 and the Graduate School announced

a Department of Religious Studies in 1935, and the first doctoral

degrees were awarded in 1939.^ Since then about one hundred "doc-

tors" have gone forth chiefly into teaching and administration (in-

cluding a number of college or university presidents, vice-presidents,

and deans ).^ About forty of these graduates now belong to faculties

in the State of North Carolina. My own first doctoral candidate in

New Testament received the degree in 1943.'^ So far, the Graduate

School program in religion has been confined to the areas of Biblical,

historical, or theological studies. Admission to doctoral studies has

generally required the prior B.D., and the normal schedule requires

three years—or six years beyond the B.A. In addition to the allot-

ment of university grants, the graduate program in religion was

given greater strength by the gift of an endowment for fellowships,

begun by Gurney Harriss Kearns and furthered by his sons ; and

the Kearns Fellowships have carried a high distinction.

Extra teaching duties fell to my lot about this time. Duke Uni-

versity sponsored a Summer School in Durham, chiefly for the train-

ing of public school teachers. A branch of this school was held for

six weeks at Lake Junaluska, and with it was combined the Juna-

luska School of Religion. In early June a truckload of our library

books was transferred to that scenic mountain site, where the Mission

Inn (now Lambuth Inn) served as school for about 200 students.

I began to serve on this summer faculty in 1936 and returned each

year until the War put an end to it. During the year 1937-38 my
colleague Harvie Branscomb was on leave, and in 1938 he became

Director of the University Libraries. Such developments removed

him from consistent teaching duties and I was often called upon to

fill the breach, especially in the basic required course in New Testa-

ment. For several years New Testament instruction once again was

reduced to a one-man task.

5. The first recipients were Paul Leslie Garber, Agnes Scott College in

Decatur, Georgia ; and Albea Godbold, secretary of the Methodist Historical

Society, Lake Junaluska, N. C.

6. Approximately one hundred more have earned the M.A. degree in re-

ligion.

7. Ernest William Saunders, now dean at Garrett Theological Seminary
in Evanston, Illinois. His research was based upon Duke MS Greek 7, a
Byzantine copy of the Four Gospels written about A.D. 1200. During the

period 1943-1966 more than forty of our Ph.D. graduates have specialized in

Biblical studies.
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There have been innumerable committees in the course of the

years but none has set forth a proposal of greater import than the

Committee on Development and Expansion in 1937. It recommended

that the School of Religion withdraw from its original building and

establish "a separate campus in the neighborhood of the University

Chapel." A variant of this idea was favored by a few who felt that

the school should move out to the fringe and erect its own dormi-

tories. A decision on such a matter was truly crucial to our role in

the university. Perhaps the answer then depended largely upon

financing new construction, but I felt that the decision to remain was

clearly the right answer. It is a fortunate circumstance that placed

the theological school between Chapel and Library. It is of functional

importance that our students share housing with all others, and that

the theological community remains a part of the common life. The

decision to stay has issued fortunately in the recent renovation of

Divinity-Gray for the entire program in religion, college-graduate-

professional. The Kilgo Porch has re-oriented the Divinity School

and pointed to early expansion on the original site, in fortunate prox-

imity to Chapel and Library.

It is natural and wholesome that students too desire to publish an

instrument of self-expression, and this has happened repeatedly in

our theological school. The first major effort was Christian Horizons,

a respectable quarterly that ran for eight years (1938-46) which is

a long life for such a student venture. It began in the administration

of Russell and continued under Garber and Branscomb. The next

effort was made in 1955 under the Cannon deanship, entitled En-

counter, but this lasted only a year. The current medium of student

thought has been more durable; in mimeograph form the monthly

Response has regularly served since 1957, beginning under Cannon

and continuing with the Cushman administration. This stimulating

paper is supported with student funds, and is renewed each year with

a new editorial board. As I write, Response is conducting a poll on

Vietnam and we may learn the results this spring. With reference

to extra-curricular energies, let it not be overlooked that Divinity

teams have competed well in intramurals and the display cases have

long since overflowed with trophies. Occasionally, B.D. students

have been of varsity calibre.

A high point in Duke history was the year-round celebrations

in 1938-39 of our centennial, figuring from Brantley York's Union

Institute of Methodists and Quakers. Various divisions of the uni-
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versity sponsored successive conferences during that year.^ The

School of Religion on March 20-21, 1939 held a Convocation on

"Modern Religious Problems." Top-flight speakers participated,

including Canon Raven of Cambridge, George Buttrick (then Presi-

dent of the Council of Churches of America), C. C. Morrison (Ed-

itor, The Christian Century), Paul Douglas (Editor, Christendom),

Robert Calhoun of Yale, and Emil Brunner of Zurich. Effectively

blended were the lively contemporary and the rich historical when

this fourteen-year-old university celebrated a full century of memory

and service.

The year 1939 brought the historic decision for unification of

three large branches of Methodists: Methodist Episcopal North and

South and Methodist Protestant. Influential in that decision was a

monograph by Paul Neff Garber, entitled The Methodists Are One

People (1939). Garber had been widely applauded for his earlier

article on "The Legal and Historical Aspects of the Plan of Union"

which helped to clear away the legal obstruction set up by opponents.

It was not surprising that his star ascended with the cause of unifica-

tion, and in 1941 Garber succeeded Russell as dean and in 1944 was

elected bishop serving initially in Geneva for eight years.

For Duke University the opening chapter of beginnings ended in

1940 with the death of President Few.^ Only a few months later

Elbert Russell withdrew from the deanship-^^* It was the end of an

era.

III. 1940-1950

Finimus pariter renovanmsque. The new president, naturally,

was Robert L. Flowers (1941).^^ The new dean of the theological

8. The major conferences of the year were as follows:

Oct. 6, 1938 General Observance

Nov. 17-18 Symposium on Economics

Dec. 2-3 Symposium on Law
Mar. 20-21, 1939 Symposium on Religion

Mar. 31-Apr. 2, 1939 Symposium of the Woman's College

9. William Preston Few was born in 1871 ; following study at Harvard

he began to teach English at Trinity College in 1896; was appointed dean in

1902 and president in 1910.

10. Elbert Russell also was born in 1871 ; he began to teach Biblical Inter-

pretation in the School of Religion in 1926; was appointed dean in 1928 and

was also Preacher to the University (1932-45).

11. Robert Lee Flowers came directly from the Naval Academy to Trinity

to teach Math (1891-1934). He became Vice-president in 1910, served as

Treasurer and then President until 1949 when he was made Chancellor. He
died in 1951.
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school, equally naturally, was Paul Neff Garber.^^ But a changed

spirit was evident in the heightened stirring of events. Our school

changed its name in 1940 and became the Duke University Divinity

School, thus following a trend that has afifected many seminaries.

To the tune of "Finlandia," in 1941, I wrote verses entitled "Conse-

cration" which were first used at the Garber installation. Placed in

the cover of the hymnbook, they were often heard in the lusty male

congregation in York Chapel and were sung also in the University

Chapel. Anton Brees cut a record which included "Dear Old Duke"

and "Consecration." The latter hymn was printed on the carillon

program honoring Harold Bosley when he was installed in 1948.

In the fall of 1941, Branscomb and I teamed up for a sequence

of new courses. In the fall I oflfered "The Apostolic Fathers," a

collection of primitive non-canonical writings (A.D. 90-140). Then

in the spring he continued with "Early Christian Apologists." In-

struction in these early works was to be found in few seminaries in

the United States. The former course was offered in alternate years

for a quarter-century, but the latter passed through various vicissi-

tudes and languished, leaving a lacuna in the study of Christian ori-

gins. In the fall of 1943, I was accepted in the Methodist Annual

Conference of Western North Carolina. I had been ordained in the

Albion (N.Y.) Association of the Northern Baptist Convention, in

1926 while still a student at Rochester Theological Seminary, upon

assuming my first pastorate in Holley, New York. According to

the practice and courtesy of the Methodist Church "Elder's orders"

were recognized and I entered into "full connection" at the Con-

ference held in Greensboro. In 1943, I succeeded Branscomb as

Secretary of the Faculty, serving until a sabbatical in 1949. Another

memorable assignment was as Chairman of the Chapel Committee,

memorable because our committee undertook to transform the York

"meeting house" into a sanctuary for an improved ritual. The pulpit

was moved to one side and the communion table placed against the

chancel wall as an altar. Later, heavy red drapes covered the window

above the altar, and carpeting was laid down the aisle (the gift of

trustees). A memorial altar set was placed upon a fair linen cloth.^^

12. Garber came directly from doctoral studies at Brown University in

1924 to teach history. In 1926 he became Professor of Church History and

Registrar, then Dean until elected Bishop in 1944.

13. The altar set was the gift of George B. Ehlhardt, in memory of his

grandmother, Emma Hahn Brinkmann; and dedicated Nov. 18, 1946. The
fair linen cloth was spirited away one night and never recovered.
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Dean Cannon secured the gift of an organ (1954).^^ After years of

borrowing from the University Chapel, we received the gift of a

communion service for our very own.^^ York Chapel so stands today,

named for the principal of Union Institute, commemorating the lives

and devotion of many. Daily chapel is held there, and yet it has

become inadequate for the life of the school.

The Divinity faculty was forced finally to recognize that the new
generation of students lacked knowledge of Biblical content. Unwill-

ing to incorporate this elementary training in a graduate program,

it was decided in 1944 to impose an annual test of such knowledge

to be passed by every candidate on his own efforts. Two examina-

tions must be successful in Old and New Testament, and Stinespring

and Clark were charged with administering the tests. In the first

1944 tests less than half the group passed, but twenty years later the

hurdle has been met with greater success, fulfilling its objective.

Even while more technical studies proceed this elementary test must

be satisfied—and the requirement still remains in force.

The second World War changed the American campus greatly,

for better and for worse. The Divinity School had its special par-

ticipation in the Navy V-12 program, for which a citation was
awarded "for effective cooperation ... in the training of officer candi-

dates for the chaplaincy." We were all under an emergency speed-up

schedule which ran even through the summer. A few peace-time

standards suffered temporary abeyance, and yet one recalls clearly

of those days the serious application and superior achievement of

those students in uniform. Even in war-time important innovations

transpired. That was when the Master of Religious Education de-

gree was introduced (1944), intended especially for women and to

supply the pressing need for pastoral assistance in the educational

program of the church. As a graduate course beyond the B.A., it was

at first a one-year program; and there were two graduates in 1945.

But in 1952 the course was expanded to two years, and this degree

program has produced some of the finest lay leadership in our

churches; but the demand far exceeds the supply as the churches

search for such as these M.R.E. graduates.

Another historic beginning was made in 1944, in the establish-

ment of a Ministers' Loan Library, through the beneficence of Li-

brarian George Ehlhardt's family. In fact, Ehlhardt was the first of

14. The organ was the gift of the Doris Duke Foundation.
15. The communion service commemorates the Reverend James Cleland

(1869-1916), father of Dean Qeland; it was dedicated on May 9, 1951.
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our librarians who had a theological training (Duke B.D. '44).

Under his direction (1944-50) the Divinity Library matured and

achieved distinction among the seminaries of our nation. Today the

separate Divinity collection amounts to about 130,000 volumes and

in quality ranks in the top half-dozen institutions. The Loan Library

was permanently established in 1947 through a trust fund to honor

the late Henry Harrison Jordan : two thousand volumes selected for

current reading with additional titles being added. Its usefulness is

attested by more than 1,000 readers during the last year. The

Divinity School is fortunate in having one of the foremost theological

librarians, Donn Michael Farris, to direct its service and its growth

since 1950.

A new dean took over in 1944 when Garber was elected a bishop.

The changed administration was marked by several notable decisions.

It was an experiment when Judah Goldin was appointed as a visiting

instructor. Actually, the appointment lay outside the Divinity School

but the expectation was fulfilled that ministerial students would elect

his courses. Although Christianity had clearly separated from Juda-

ism by the second century, both faiths share in a common origin.

The Hebrew language and the "Old Testament" (i.e. the Jewish

Bible) are basic also to Christian theological studies. This par-

ticular experiment lasted only a year, for superficial reasons and

not as a failure at all; and Branscomb's conception was a good one.

After the latter became Chancellor of Vanderbilt University, Judah

Goldin again taught there for a time and has now matured as a

respected scholar. The idea of ecumenical instruction might well be

applied in future to the Orthodox and Catholic traditions as well,

especially encouraged by recent religious developments worldwide.

In 1945 four new faculty appointments were made including three

who are still among us: Cleland, Cushman, and Rudin. The last

previous appointment had been made in 1937 (except for one, by then

departed) and this provided a great lift to the work of the school. At

the same time, Shelton Smith who originally held the chair of Re-

ligious Education redefined his field, as Professor of American Re-

ligious Thought. This was a pioneer move into a specialization that

has produced a long series of specialists. When he retired in 1963,

one of his own students had been appointed to continue the tradition

here.

One of the chief concerns of our theological faculty over the years

was "the thesis." When this school was founded, seminaries gen-

erally required a thesis for the B.D. degree. Yet even then the wind

of change was blowing and several schools had abolished it (includ-
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ing my own, Rochester Theological Seminary, by 1927). So an

insistent challenge confronted us at Duke repeatedly, and the Min-

utes are heavily spotted with the record of debate. The original 1926

requirement was further defined in 1929 and 1930, requiring that

each thesis be examined by three faculty readers two of whom must

approve including the adviser. The faculty requested in 1934 that I

should make a survey of seminary practice and posture toward the

thesis. The report was made on May 18 during the interim deanship

of Gilbert Rowe, and it attested that already half of the seminareis

had dropped the thesis and the trend was clearly that way.

Dr. Garber polled our B.D. alumni who responded in numbers,

largely in support of the thesis (to our surprise). It was then pro-

posed to retain the thesis, and set up Thesis Seminars under the super-

vision of Branscomb's Thesis Committee. Ultimately the matter

came to a head during Branscomb's deanship (and my chairmanship),

and a major change was voted in 1945 reducing the thesis to 50-75

pages and awarding three hours of credit in addition to the Seminar.

Then in 1950, it was enacted to grant the senior a choice between

writing a thesis or enrolling in a "Senior Seminar" conducted by

two or more professors. After it became customary for all to choose

the Seminar, even that disappeared in the midst of curricular re-

visions. One actually hears today, occasionally, that perhaps the

thesis should be re-introduced.

Another sign of change during the war-time was a proposal that

we explore the values of the quarter system for the Divinity School.

Dean Branscomb appointed a committee of Stinespring, Shelton

Smith, and Clark (who had first raised the point) ; but nothing came

of this.

The first annual Convocation was held on Feb. 11-13, 1946, pro-

moted by Dean Branscomb. It was a star-studded program which

gathered about 600 ministers to hear such speakers as Henry Sloan

Coffin, Harold Cooke Phillips, Bishop Oxnam, H. G. Werner

(bishop-to-be), Reinhold Niebuhr, Senator Fulbright, and Henry

Luce. Librarian Ehlhardt set up a book exhibit for the occasion,

with a very special feature. The first day, Feb. 11, was the publica-

tion date of the long awaited RSV New Testament, and Ehlhardt

had a tower of a hundred copies of that first edition. A hundred

fortunate people somewhere possess today rare first editions, "first-

day copies." Beginning in 1946 I served a four-year stint as Secre-

tary of the Society of Biblical Literature, and during that period

the national office of the SBL was located here at Duke. It was
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within that period that membership passed the one-thousand mark,

then an impressive figure although today the society numbers nearly

2,500. It was while I was secretary that the SBL approved a South-

ern Section, and it was organized at Duke in 1948. The twentieth

annual meeting returned to Duke in 1967.

For the strengthening of the Biblical Ph.D., in 1947, appeal was

made to the Classics Department. Truesdale and Rogers began to

offer a sequence (#257-258) on the Social and Cultural History of

the Hellenistic and the Graeco-Roman World. For many years now

Rogers has taught both semesters, and this "minor" has enriched

the graduate agenda for twenty years, while he has collaborated on

scores of doctoral examinations.

It was also in 1947 that our school instituted the first Divinity

Baccalaureate, on the Sunday night of Commencement week-end.

Twenty graduation classes with parents and wives and others have

experienced this significant final service, as well as the congenial

gathering afterward at the dean's reception. Some of us remember

too that 1947 brought the death of Dr. James Shepard, first and

founding President of North Carolina College. He was a large-

calibre personality, a leader of wisdom and dignity who greatly ad-

vanced the welfare of his people and created mutual respect between

the races.

Under Dean Bosley there occurred another of the periodic re-

visions of curriculum, far more thorough-going than others had been.

When Cannon succeeded we again went through a process of change,

re-ordering and integrating a curricular pattern. Cannon had served

many years on the Curriculum Committee and brought to it long

experience and much wisdom. The earliest curricular re-vamping

had come when Branscomb was dean, and the latest one is going

on even now. The most persistent concern through forty years has

been curriculum revision, which quickly responds to changing pres-

sures in the society. Curricular schemes do have importance but

whether or not the pattern is altered the true adjustment to social

change must be made at the professional desk.

Another "first," in 1948, was the Divinity School Library Lecture

delivered by William Warren Sweet on Feb. 27. This lectureship was

established by Dr. George Ehlhardt and for nearly twenty years has

remained one of the fixed events on the Divinity schedule. During

that year the library itself had its first expansion. And Bosley an-

nounced the gift of James A. Gray to the Divinity School, an en-

dowment fund for the promotion of our work in this area. It has
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been put to good use, in support of the Gray Lectures, the "external"

Seminars, and several summer clinics. That was the year too when

President Edens entered upon his regime. The natural sequel was

a great drive for funds, under the slogan : "Brains, then Books, then

Bricks."

It was Bosley's idea that the Divinity School sponsor a Seminar

in the field. The idea was born when he was invited to address the

Methodist ministers of the Charlotte District, when E. H. Nease, Sr.

was Superintendent. I was appointed chairman of a committee,

which set up not one but two Seminars—at Charlotte at Dilworth

Church and at Kinston at Queen Street Church. That first subject,

"Our Faith," was related to the quadrennial program, and the two

leaders were Thomas Kepler of the Oberlin School of Theology and

Dean Bosley. In 1960 the Seminar program was extended to South

Carolina, and in 1966-67 to Virginia. The two-day program gradually

expanded with three or more leaders. I have this year relinquished

the chairmanship to my committee colleague. Professor McMurry

Richey.

In the fall of 1948, I received an invitation to participate in a

meeting at the University of Chicago Divinity School. The group

was called to consider an invitation from British scholars to col-

laborate in preparing a new apparatus criticus for the Greek text

of the New Testament. Nearly a century had passed since the

Tischendorf edition, and newly discovered manuscripts were numer-

ous. My own United States catalogue listed 260 manuscripts dating

from the third century onward. The group voted for the project and

it was referred to the American Textual Criticism Seminar (De-

cember, 1948), which in turn recommended it; and at the national

meeting of the Society of Biblical Literature an Editorial Board was

set up, and an Executive Committee on which I have served. For

nearly twenty years now the project has progressed, and students

and faculty at Duke have made a substantial contribution to this

formidable endeavor. In 1963 an office for the project was established

at Duke, collaborating with an office at Claremont School of The-

ology. President Colwell at Qaremont has served as the president.

I have been Chairman of the Greek Manuscripts Committee, Di-

rector of the Duke office, and recently Executive Editor to collaborate

with the British editor in preparing the first volume, on the text of

Luke.

For me, at least, a sabbatical year in 1949-50 made a break in

the course of events at Duke. The first Arab-Israeli conflict paused
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in a truce in 1949, a long pause but only a pause. It was then pos-

sible once again in Jerusalem (Jordan) to resume the activities of

the American School of Oriental Research. I was appointed Annual

Professor for 1949-50, and requested to proceed at once to assume

direction of the school (accompanied by Mrs. Clark). The first

Qumran cave had been discovered before "the Troubles" that had

prevented any further visits to it, and our group made the first return

to it in November 1949. My own assignment which continued for

fifteen months was to direct expeditions to St. Catherine's Monastery

near the southern tip of Sinai, and to the Greek Orthodox Patri-

archate in Jerusalem. A Library of Congress photographer with us

supervised four cameras while our specialists in a dozen languages

explored 5,700 manuscripts and selected about 3,000 for microfilm-

ing. These films can be consulted in the Library of Congress, and

also a duplicate set at the University of Manchester in England. The

International Greek New Testament Project promptly acquired

copies of New Testament manuscripts. It is relevant also to add that

Professor Ernest Saunders of Garrett (Duke Ph.D., 1943) serves

on the International textual project and spent a sabbatical (1952-53)

in Greece, microfilming manuscripts in some of the monasteries on

Mt. Athos ; and Professor Jack Suggs of Texas Christian University

(Duke Ph.D., 1954) is a member of the Executive Committee of

the project.

IV. Since 1950

The Divinity School has often reached out to secure scholars

from abroad. In the Biblical field, for example, Welshman W. D.

Davies was brought from Bradford Training School in England. He
remained at Duke for five years, and now after a long sojourn at

Princeton and Union Theological Seminary, he returns to Duke this

fall (1967) having gained a preeminent reputation. The Scot Hugh

Anderson came to us from Glasgow in 1957; after resisting numer-

ous invitations in the U.S. and in Britain he did decide to return

to Scotland in 1966 to teach at the University of Edinburgh. English-

man John Strugnell, Semitist of repute and Qumran specialist, joined

our staff in 1960; he has been on sabbatical leave and, alas, has

elected to teach in the Harvard Divinity School. Again, there is the

Yorkshireman (with refined dialect) Frank Baker with us since

1960; foremost expert and editor of Wesleyana who has built up

notable collections on this subject both privately and university

owned.
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We are glad to have also a continental contingent, in the field of

theology: Associate Professors GrisHs (1959), Hillerbrand (1959),

and Herzog (1960). A Scandinavian theologian, too, came from

northerly Larvik in Norv^ay ; after studies at the University of Oslo,

Thor Hall spent five years at Duke to earn the M.R.E. and Ph.D.

degrees and accepted appointment here in 1962.

Recall also a number of foreign Biblical scholars of prominence

who have lectured here. The roll includes Britons T. W. Manson

and H. H. Rowley both of Manchester, G. D. Kilpatrick and John

Marsh and G. H. Davies all of Oxford, and G. H. C. Macgregor of

Glasgow; Germans J. Jeremias of Gottingen, E. Dinkier and G.

Bomkamm (recently Rektor) both of Heidelberg, and W. G. Kiimmel

of Marburg; Swiss scholars E. Schweizer of Zurich and Bo Reicke

of Basel; H. Clavier of Strassbourg, J. Munck of Aarhus, F. W.
Beare of Toronto, S. Agourides of Greece (Duke Ph.D., 1950),

and K. Stendahl who though currently of Harvard will soon return

to Sweden as Primate of the Church. This recital of names, creative

scholars of our time, does demonstrate that the Divinity program

keeps contact with the theological world, despite our location away

from "the beaten track." I would add only that we must do more

to sieze and to create such opportunities to bring itinerant scholars

to our community of learning, and the observation to students that

a true ecumenicity of learning thus comes to focus where we live

and work.

A new theological school began in our neighborhood in 1951, the

Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary in Wake Forest, estab-

lished by the Baptist Convention of North Carolina. We at Duke

welcomed this neighbor, although we had for years assisted in the

training of Baptist ministers. It is gratifying to review the cordial

relations we two have enjoyed during the regimes of Stealey and

Binkley, well illustrated by the action of our faculty affirming the

transfer of credits. Since 1957 the two faculties have met annually

for a dinner, alternating as host, and each year one of the group

presents a lecture at the host school followed by discussion. It

was also that year of 1951 that Elbert Russell died, at eighty.^^

When the new West Campus was planned before 1930 Dr. Flow-

ers explained: "We are building for fifty years." Long-range plan-

ning was not yet fashionable and to think ahead a half-cenutry was

truly plunging. But alas only two-thirds of that projection has

16. His History of Quakerism (1942) is a perceptive commentary on his

times.
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passed and already that proud quadrangle is augmented to several

times its size, and still today additional construction will require

five times the original cost, as the great forest retreats. Who in 1930

could have predicted our times? The Divinity School has been part

of this growth, in its larger community, its expanded activities, and

its improved procedures. A major renovation of the Divinity School

area was carried out in 1954, a feature of which was the more

spacious library facility. Again in 1964 a thorough rejuvenation was

accompHshed and all of Gray and Divinity were assigned to Divinity-

Religion, housing three separate divisions: the undergraduate De-

partment and the graduate studies in Arts and Sciences, and the

Divinity School (administrations, faculty offices, classrooms). But

a greater transformation is now in the planning, to construct an

extension from the original Divinity building northwestward, in

order to fill the requirements of "a new day and age."

Mrs. Clark and I left for England in 1954-55, especially for re-

search in the John Rylands Library in Manchester. I was affiliated

with the University of Manchester as Visiting Fulbright Research

Professor, but also was invited in the spring to lecture to the classes

of T. W. Manson while he was on a lecture tour in America. At

home, our Ph.D. graduate, John Chamberlain, did excellent work in

my stead. While mentioning the foreign extension of researches, I

would refer in passing to the notable summer of 1960. First a month

was spent in investigating the text of the newly acquired Greek

papyrus of the Gospel of John, from Egypt of the third century

(P75) and now in the private Bodmer Library in Geneva. Then a

short stop in Germany to see the Oberammergau Play. Finally,

departure from Vienna by Aeroflot to Russia for further manuscript

investigations in Kiev, Leningrad and Moscow. The climax was a

week's session of the International Congress of Orientalists in Mos-
cow, participating in the Byzantine Section by reporting on the

manuscript resources at Sinai. En route homeward, a brief stop

was made in the lovely university town of Aarhus (Denmark) to

attend the Studiorum Novi Testamenti Societas. In 1958 an ailing

James Cannon was succeeded in the deanship by Robert E. Cushman

;

Dean Cannon succumbed in 1960—the last survivor of the original

faculty.

It was in 1960-61 that Duke University opened the door fully for

Negro students. The issue at Duke was almost thirty years old, for

the records of the thirties reflect a restless conscience. In the course

of the years petitions came from all directions and groups, young and
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old. Within the university opposition seemed minor, but cautious

trustees distrusted external reaction. The Divinity School was by

no means alone but its faculty and students appealed again and again.

Finally in 1961-62 came Trustee approval and the first Negro en-

tered the Divinity School that fall. Today I count eight in the Di-

vinity School who have qualified and all are doing satisfactory work

;

the transition has been peaceful and gratifying.

A new degree was instituted in the Divinity School in 1960-61

;

the Master of Theology one-year program was designed as an ad-

vanced "professional" terminal degree, that is, for the minister who
has no intention of teaching. That was the year too in which my
regular sabbatical fell, when Mrs. Clark and I settled in Athens

through the courtesy of the American School of Classical Studies. As
a Fulbright Research Fellow I was affiliated with the University of

Athens. The year began with a summer's visit in Arab Jerusalem

at the American School of Oriental Research, where we caught up

with developments since 1950—including the fascination of exploring

the Qumran area. In the fall we went to Yugoslavia where I par-

ticipated in the quadrennial meeting of the International Congress of

Byzantine Studies. Then we were ready to settle in Athens for the

year, as the center for manuscript explorations in all directions, main-

land and islands, libraries and monasteries. The results were re-

ported at a special session observing the centennial of Princeton

Theological Seminary in the spring of 1963.

Another "first" ! The "Faculty Lecture" was instituted by Dean

Cushman in 1962, and the senior faculty member. Professor Shelton

Smith, led ofif; he would retire the next year. The University se-

lected a new president in 1963 ; Douglas Knight succeeded Deryl

Hart who had served for a three-year interim following the resigna-

tion of Hollis Edens. In this interim a considerable reorganization

of the university had taken place. When the new president was
installed, high on the agenda was the Fifth Decade (1965-75) cam-

paign to secure $187,000,000. Long-range planning had occupied

university attention for years past, which has issued in a schedule

of new construction already well under way. The immediate goal

of three years (1965-68) was $102,000,000, and of this sum $2,000,-

000 is marked for the Divinity School (administration, chapel and

auditorium). The Divinity School alumni have undertaken to raise

$100,000 for the campaign. No less significant is the impressive

achievement of the Loyalty Fund, founded only twenty years ago.

This year the goal is $800,000; and in 1967-68 the aim will be a
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million. The Fund stands high among American institutions. Di-

vinity alumni are organized to do their part. When the enlarged

university library is completed in 1968, this will involve additional '

space also for the Divinity library. Do we dare to paraphrase that

"what is good for the University is good for the Divinity School"?

V. Today

What are the chief interests presently developing? For one,

there is the recently organized (1964) Coordinating Council (nick-

named Co-Co). This venture is to integrate both students and

faculty in one council rather than operate with two parallel sets of

committees. For another, there is the current revolutionary revision

of the curriculum. The attempt is to loosen up the program, increase

both freedom and responsibility for the student, permit greater indi-

vidual expression and initiative. The plan will include an Honors

program for those who qualify. It is intended that the plan will be

increasingly relevant to the ministerial role and to contemporary

requirements. For still another, there is the move to "up-grade" the

theological degree. This issue too has been long under debate through-

out the country. Academic degree nomenclature is not systematic

and has long since become inconsistent. At last, under the leader-

ship of the American Association of Theological Schools, action is

taking place—perhaps too fast and too far. The AATS recommends

the use of a Master degree where the graduate B.D. has been in use.

There is considerable opinion favoring a doctorate for these three

years beyond the B.A., and some seminaries have already adopted

this. A third choice is to offer in sequence programs that lead to

both a basic Master of Divinity and an advanced professional Doctor

of Theology. I would hazard a prediction that this third choice will

be the ultimate one at Duke, although for the present only a first

step may be taken—to replace the B.D. with the M. Div.

Yet another interest develops today at Duke. The term for it is

"Continuing Education." A committee has been at work, to develop

a non-credit program of post-seminary study in order that the min-

ister may have opportunity for intellectual refreshment. Such a

program has already begun in some seminaries. Indeed, our own
Divinity School has long carried on such a program. Today, how-

ever, the effort is more deliberate, more systematic and more

thorough. If our alumnus can not again enter upon the new curri-

culum and can not again pursue the higher nomenclature, he will

have opportunity in the years ahead to continue his education both
^
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on campus and in the field, in longer and shorter courses, under

unified direction.

The last thing I have to record here is that my retirement occurs

the end of August. In the changes of the years I have more than

once enjoyed teaching both father and son, and these pairs are vivid

in memory bridging the years. This reminds me to reveal to you

that our enrollment for 1967-68 is definitely upward, although the

reason is not yet apparent. The need for ministers has been greater

than our seminaries have supplied and it is to be hoped that other

seminaries too will report an increase.

I


